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Clarkson Common Experience
Learning Expectations and Outcomes

	Learning Expectations
	Required Outcomes
	Where Outcome Is Achieved
	Assessment

	I.    Academic Abilities

Students should:
	
	
	

	A. gain mastery of a major discipline,
	Specifically determined for each degree program.


	
	

	B. communicate effectively, producing and comprehending written, oral, and technological forms of communication within a variety of contexts,
	Student work should:

1. show an understanding of the intended audience, purpose and context as well as its ethical, social and cultural dimensions,

2. be well-organized and well-composed, factually and grammatically correct, effectively designed, and supported by appropriate evidence and documentation demonstrating competent information access, evaluation, and application,

3. show improvement through a process of review and revision.
	Clarkson Seminar

Communications Courses

(6 communications points, at least 2 points in the major field at the 300/400 level)
	Sample of entering class chosen for evaluation of writing at multiple points in time, including at least, at entry, at conclusion of Clarkson Seminar, and at conclusion of upper level communications course.  Instructor evaluation using established standard rubric will be gathered at measurement points in cohort progression
Freshman Survey (CIRP) at entry and College Student Survey (CSS) at graduation will elicit student self report of communication ability

National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) will elicit student report of communication related activities and classroom instruction at first year and senior year
Verbal scores on SAT, GRE, and related graduate measures will be collected to track long term trends

Other possible measures- Alumni self report, professional experience mentor observation, employer observation, advisory board reports

	C. think critically and imaginatively,
	Student work should demonstrate:

1.  completion of progressively more complex problem-solving tasks showing competent information access, evaluation, and application,

2. analysis of each task based on a clear, logical thought process well grounded in the relevant underlying knowledge, and communication of an understanding of the significant characteristics of the problem,

3. creativity by solving problems incorporating diverse considerations.
	Clarkson Seminar

Mathematics, Science, and Technology Courses

Knowledge Area Courses
	Longitudinal cohort strategy with instructor evaluation like communication strategy above
Faculty evaluation of preparedness of students moving through service courses to upper level courses

CIRP and CSS self reports by students of related ability 

NSSE reports from students of related activity and classroom instruction 

Other possible measures- Alumni self report, professional experience mentor observation, employer observation, advisory board reports, student research

	D. comprehend, analyze and solve complex problems using both quantitative and qualitative reasoning where appropriate.
	Student work should demonstrate:

1. use of basic mathematical modeling and its application to everyday problems as well as problems within the student's profession,
	Mathematics Courses
	

	
	2. use and interpretation of probability and statistics,
	Mathematics Courses
	

	
	3. effective use of appropriate technological tools including computational software.
	Information Technology Expertise
	

	
	4. the scientific approach to understanding the physical world,
	Science Courses
	

	
	5. an understanding of the role of engineering in developing technological responses to human needs and desires.
	Technology Course
	

	II.  Personal and Social Development

Students should develop:
	
	
	

	A. insights into their own behavior,
	Students should:

1. develop appropriate social interaction skills, such as listening to others and eliciting the views of others,

2. appreciate the value of diversity in both living and working environments.
	First Year Seminar

Professional Requirement

Co-curricular activities
	

	B. an appreciation of the need for self-motivated life-long learning,
	Students should:
1. understand the need for continuously updating their professional skills after graduation,
2. demonstrate learning effectively on their own.
	Professional Requirement
Professional Experience
	

	C. an increased social awareness and interpersonal competence, 
	Students should demonstrate:

1. leadership skills such as goal setting, change management, ethical behavior, and providing actionable feedback,
	Professional Experience

Co-curricular Activities
	

	
	2. teamwork skills such as building effective relationships with peers, being a collaborative team member, and identifying and managing team conflict,
	First Year Seminar

Professional Experience

Co-curricular Activities
	

	
	3. an understanding of the value of service to the University, to the community, or to the profession.
	Professional Experience
Co-curricular Activities
	

	D. an understanding of personal, societal, and professional ethics.
	Students should:

1. understand and explain the concept of professionalism and professional responsibility, and describe how the student’s professional community promotes, supports and enforces these concepts,
	Professional Requirement
	

	
	2. identify moral and ethical dilemmas and problems in situations typically encountered within the student’s profession, and provide an analysis of these from different ethical perspectives,
	Professional Requirement


	

	
	3. develop a set of personal, societal, and professional values that they will use to resolve the moral and ethical dilemmas and problems that will confront them at Clarkson and in their future professional, civic and personal lives.
	First Year Seminar

Professional Requirement

Co-curricular Activities
	

	III.  Knowledge Areas

Students should become knowledgeable in:
	Illustrative Outcomes
	
	

	A. contemporary and global studies,
	Students should:

1. analyze contemporary issues,

2. articulate the development of modern western society,

3. understand how social and cultural categories such as person, gender, race, class, ethics, and values are constructed, reproduced, and transformed

4. describe the process of cross- or multi-cultural encounters,

5. use appropriate concepts, methods, and tools of social and/or political analysis. 
	Knowledge Courses in Contemporary and Global Studies or a University Course
	

	B. cultures and societies,
	Students should:

1. describe the complex nature of cultures and societies, their own or others,

2. interpret cultures of the past in historical context,

3. understand the effects of differences in cultural and social values or worldviews in different times and places

4. illustrate the process of social, cultural, and geopolitical change over time,

5. analyze critically sources describing the lives of peoples from different times and places.
	Knowledge Courses in Cultures and Societies or a University Course
	

	C. imaginative arts,
	Students should:

1. illustrate how the arts both reflect and shape culture  and social values and worldviews,
2. analyze, interpret, and gain an appreciation of the arts,

3. articulate the role of the imagination in creating and reinforcing empathy and understanding human experience.
	Knowledge Courses in Imaginative Arts or a University Course
	

	D. economics and organizations,
	Students should:

1. describe entrepreneurial activity, business structures, and the functional areas of a business,

2. analyze market influences, including interaction of buyers and sellers in market forums such as the goods and services market, labor and financial market,

3. analyze the rule of law and the role of law in the context of consumer, business and governmental operations and functions,
4. analyze the allocation of resources for production and consumption and the implications for local and global development, sustainable growth, and the environment.
	Knowledge Courses in Economics and Organizations or a University Course
	

	E. interrelation of science, technology, and society,
	Students should:

1. analyze relationships among science, technology, and the health and welfare of humans and sustainability of the environment,

2. gain an awareness of information technologies and their impact on society, culture, business, and education,

3. understand the social and contextual nature of scientific research and technological developments,

4. analyze conflicting cultural values in scientific and technological research

5. analyze critically the sources of information about science and technology.
	Knowledge Courses on the Interrelation of Science, Technology, and Society, or a University Course
	

	F. individual and group behavior.
	Students should:

1. demonstrate an explanation of human behavior using appropriate frameworks,

2. articulate the nature of inter-personal or inter-group conflict and consensus,

3. describe political processes,

4. analyze philosophical or ethical issues,

5. evaluate critically the evidence used to influence members of society, such as voters, civic leaders, parents, consumers.
	Knowledge Courses in Individual and Group Behavior or a University Course
	


