
Academic Requirements

A Clarkson education prepares each student for today’s world and tomorrow’s challenges.  All Clarkson students are required to meet the learning expectations of the Clarkson Common Experience.  The Clarkson Common Experience integrates each student's learning in a major field of study with learning expectations that broaden the student's understanding of our modern world.  Each Clarkson graduate achieves objectives in fundamental academic abilities, in personal and social development, and in prescribed areas of knowledge. 

Learning Expectations

Each Clarkson graduate will achieve academic abilities that include:

· mastery of a major field of study,

· effective communication in oral, written, and technological forms,

· critical and imaginative thinking, and

· problem solving skills using both quantitative and qualitative reasoning where appropriate.

Each graduate is also expected to experience personal and social development that includes:

· an increased understanding of and insight into his or her own behavior,

· an appreciation of the need for self-motivated life-long learning, 
· an increased social awareness and interpersonal competence, including an appreciation for the value of experiencing diversity, and
· an understanding of and recognition of the need for personal, societal, and professional ethics.

Knowledge is the essence of a university education, and each Clarkson graduate is expected to become knowledgeable beyond his or her major field in these areas:

· the nature of cultures and societies,

· contemporary and global issues,

· the imaginative arts and their role in society,

· science and technology, including their relationship to society and their impact on the environment, 

· economic and organizational concepts and decision-making, and
· methods for studying and explaining individual and group behavior.
The Clarkson Common Experience

The Clarkson Common Experience provides a common set of learning expectations and outcomes for all Clarkson students.  To achieve these outcomes, each student is required to complete a set of courses and a professional experience.  Course work consists of required and elective courses both from within a student’s major field and from across the spectrum of all disciplines in the university.  Embodied in the Common Experience are four components that serve as common threads through multiple courses:

· learning to communicate effectively,

· developing an appreciation for diversity in both working and living environments,

· recognizing the importance of personal, societal, and professional ethics,

· understanding how technology can be used to serve humanity.

Each of these components is introduced early in the curriculum, reinforced in subsequent courses, and included in upper division courses.


The Communication Component

To develop excellent communication skills, Clarkson requires communication-intensive coursework, first in the Clarkson seminar, then across the curriculum and in the major.  Courses designated as writing intensive are assigned communication points on a scale of one or two (C1 or C2) to indicate the extent of communication experience in that course.  Beyond the Clarkson Seminar (a C2 course), students must obtain six more “communication points,” at least two of them within the major at the 300/400 level.  Communication points can be obtained by taking designated courses, or, with approval, through co-curricular experiences.  Depending on initial abilities and background, students may also be required to enroll in a course that provides writing instruction and support for the Clarkson Seminar.  Students for whom English is a second language must also meet the ESL requirements as described below.  


The Diversity Component

From the moment they arrive on campus, Clarkson students prepare for the culturally diverse environments they will inevitably experience in their future careers.  The First Year Seminar helps students “respect and learn from Clarkson’s diverse community.”  In the Clarkson Seminar students will be urged to question their own assumptions and to consider different worldviews.  Later in their academic coursework, students will gain a deeper understanding of cultural diversity within and among societies, recognizing how it influences their own actions and affects the lives of those around them.  The Professional requirement in the major area of study will prepare students to enter the global workforce by helping them understand the importance of diversity in the workplace.      

The Ethics and Values Component

Through a repeated emphasis on ethics and values, Clarkson promotes in its students the profound reflection necessary to sustain personal, academic, professional, and civic integrity.  Students are expected to view this process not just as an academic issue, but as critical for all aspects of their lives, including community activities, sports, student organizations, and work.  Issues of personal ethics and values are addressed beginning with the First Year Seminar.  Social and cultural values are discussed as part of the Clarkson Seminar.  Several courses in the knowledge sequence emphasize social and cultural values or philosophical and ethical issues.  In the Professional requirement, students identify ethical problems in situations typically encountered within their professions and analyze these issues from different ethical perspectives.

The Technology Component

All Clarkson students are expected to understand the basis of our modern technological society and to gain an appreciation for both the potential benefits and limitations of technology.  Students will be introduced to the basic knowledge necessary for understanding technology through two courses in mathematics and two courses in the natural sciences, including at least one with a laboratory component.  A technology course is required that reinforces this knowledge in the context of demonstrating how technology may be used to serve humanity.  The interrelation of science, technology and society is studied in one of the knowledge area courses.  
Requirements of the Clarkson Common Experience

Transitions (First-year Seminar)
First-Year Seminar treats personal and social adjustment topics as well as Clarkson values, ethics and diversity.  [Fall semester] [Required only for first-year students.]
The Clarkson Seminar

The Clarkson Seminar creates learning communities which focus on questioning received wisdom.  The seminar introduces students to the role of values and ethics in culture and society.  The objectives are to develop students' reasoning abilities through critical analysis of the received beliefs and assumptions of their own societies and cultural traditions, and to develop students' communication abilities through writing and discussion.  [Fall semester] 

Knowledge Areas and University Courses

Students must achieve learning outcomes in six broad areas of knowledge listed below.  The knowledge area requirement is met by completing five individual courses including at least one University Course that unites two areas of knowledge.  Together, these courses must cover all of the following areas of knowledge:

Cultures and Societies

Contemporary and Global Issues

Imaginative Arts

Science, Technology, and Society

Economics and Organizations, and 

Individual and Group Behavior.  

All students must take at least one University course after the first year.  University Courses will address learning outcomes in two of the six areas of knowledge.  University courses are multidisciplinary, and students observe and participate in the interaction of disciplines. 

Mathematics, Science and Technology Courses

Students must achieve learning outcomes in basic mathematics, science and technology by completing five courses in these areas.  Students develop quantitative literacy through the study of mathematics, including probability and statistics. Students must take two courses in mathematics as specified by the major.  Students develop an understanding of the principles of science and technology through two natural science courses, at least one of which must have an integrated laboratory component.  Students gain an understanding of how technology is developed through a course that addresses the theme of technology serving humanity. 
Communications
Clarkson places a strong emphasis on developing students' abilities to communicate effectively in a variety of contexts using diverse forms of communication.  Students must select coursework and possibly extra-curricular activities that carry a total of at least six communications points.  Courses and activities with a communications component will be identified as carrying either one or two points.  At least two points must come from within the student's major discipline in a course at the 300 or 400 level.
Major Field of Study

A significant characteristic of the Common Experience is the integration of requirements from both outside and within a major field of study.  Each student pursues a degree program in a major field and must complete a set of prescribed courses to demonstrate mastery of that field.  As part of these courses, students achieve outcomes to meet requirements of the Common Experience as described below.


Information Technology Expertise

Students will gain expertise in using information technology and computational software appropriate to their major field of study.

Communications
Students must complete course work in the major field at the 300 or 400 level that includes discipline-specific communication for a total of at least two communications points.

Professional Requirement
The Professional Requirement incorporates learning outcomes involving professionalism, ethics, and diversity.  These outcomes include understanding the concepts of professionalism, professional responsibility, and professional ethics, and knowing how the student's professional community promotes, supports, and enforces these concepts. Students should develop an appreciation for the value of diversity in the workplace.


Professional Experience 

All students participate in a project-based professional experience following the first-year such as co-op, internship, directed research, or community project clearly related to the student’s professional goals.
Bachelor's Degree Graduation Requirements

1. At least 120 credit hours.

2. At least a 2.000 cumulative average.

3. At least a 2.000 cumulative average in the major field of study for the Class of 2004 or later.

4. Meet the requirements of the Clarkson Common Experience.

5. Meet the requirements for a degree program as determined by the offering department or school.
6. A student entering as a first semester freshman must have been in residence for at least four semesters, including the final undergraduate semester; or, if entering with advanced standing, have completed at least half the remaining upper-level undergraduate work in residence at Clarkson. The program must include a minimum of two semesters (30 credit hours) including the final undergraduate semester.
ESL Requirement

Students for whom English is a second language must take an English language placement examination upon entering Clarkson.  Based on the outcome of this examination, a student may be required to complete one or more ESL courses prior to enrolling in the Clarkson Seminar or any course assigned one or two communications points.
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