
 

About Our Orientation: 
 
Transfer Student Orientation is a comprehensive introduction to Clarkson  
University. The program helps students build a foundation for academic 
and co-curricular success.  New transfer students will be introduced to 
Clarkson’s academic programs through academic orientation in their 
departments, a book discussion of the common reading, and skill-building 
workshops.  Clarkson’s co-curricular opportunities, resources, and 
services for students will also be highlighted. Students will build 
relationships with other students, faculty, and administrators. 

Required Events: 
 
Throughout this schedule you will notice events which are marked with 
a five-pointed star (     ) and are also listed as (Mandatory).  These 
events are considered essential to your future as a Clarkson student, 
and you are required to attend.   
 
Some events require attendance based on residence, academic major, 
or other factors. Such events will indicate this in their description and 
will be marked with a four-pointed star (    ).  Please read each 
description. 
 
Events not marked are optional: You should attend all such events that 
interest you. 
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Check-In Checklist 
❑ Check-In Table Locations:  
 When you arrive on campus, your first stop will be to check-in at the Welcome Table on the first floor of the Educational Resources 
 Center and to complete the tasks below between 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. At these check-in points you will receive your room keys, 
 your Student ID card, vehicle registration, parking permit, and mailbox keys.  
 

❑ On-line SAS Check-In: 
 Please log-onto your “Peoplesoft” account to check your clearance status and to complete your online semester check-in before 
 your parents leave campus.  If you are clear, you will be asked to confirm local address and telephone contact information.  If you 
 are not financially clear, please come to Student Administrative Services (SAS), located in Graham Hall. Be sure to check for any 
 additional holds, including the Health Records hold (see below). Computer access is available in the SAS complex as well as the 
 Educational Resources Center.  
 

❑ Health Records Clearance: 
 If you see this symbol (ø) in Peoplesoft, click on it. If it then reads “Health Records Incomplete” you will need to go to the Student 
 Health Center, located in the ERC (Educational Resources Center).  
 
 Representatives of the Office of Information Technology (OIT) will be available for assistance at the residence halls to help set up 
 your PC and answer any telephone and computer-related questions you may have. 
 

The following areas will be open from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

❑ Schedule Questions: Questions regarding your class schedule, advanced placement, transfer credit may be addressed at the 
 SAS Office located in the center of Graham Hall.  
 

❑ Student ID/Vehicle Registration: If you did not submit your photo for your Student ID or pre-register your vehicle, these will 
 need to be done at the Campus Safety and Security Office on the first floor of the Educational Resources Center, Suite 1200.  
 

❑ Books: Textbook pick-up and purchase will occur at the Clarkson Bookstore on Market Street in town.  A “Book Bus” will run 
 continuously between Clarkson and the bookstore between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. for this purpose.  Students and parents will be 
 picked-up and dropped-off in front of Cheel Campus Center.  The bus will run between the bookstore and Cheel approximately 
 every 15 minutes.  There will be no charge for this service.  Bring a book-bag to help carry your books!   
 
 Some students are required to purchase a “clicker” to be used in class.  If you purchase a clicker, please set up it in advance to 
 bring to Sunday’s Clarkson Values session. 
 

❑ Laptops: Laptops ordered through the Laptop Purchase Program will be available for pick-up at the Office of Information 
 Technology (OIT) located on the first floor of Graham Hall, between the Olson and Van Note entrances.  
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To be completed Thursday, August 25 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 25 
 

10 A.M.   Start Strong 
 Join the newest members of the Army ROTC Golden Knight  
 Battalion as they make their commitment to serve when they 
 graduate. This ceremony, is an opportunity for the campus 
 community to recognize our contracting cadets and scholar
 ship winners who have chosen the path of service and leader
 ship in the US Army.  All are welcome to stop by the flagpoles 
 in front of Cheel for the brief and meaningful ceremony. 
 

10 A.M.-1:30 P.M. Lunch 
On-campus dining locations will be open on a cash basis for 
lunch.  You may also use the two guest passes included in 
your orientation packet for lunch on campus.  The Student 
Center Servery will be open at 11 a.m.  Java City in the 
Student Center will open starting at 7:30 a.m., and Cheel Main 
Street will be open from 10 a.m. through dinner. 

 

1-3:30 P.M.  English Placement Test  
Mandatory for students for whom English is a second 
language (exchange students are exempt).  Please report to 
Snell Hall room 164 if you have any questions.  (Bertrand H. 
Snell Hall 213). 
 

3:15-4:45 P.M. Air Force ROTC Drill Team Demonstration 
 See the Air Force ROTC Drill Team in action. Students will 
 also be able to try out moves with practice sticks, learn basic 
 drill movements, and ask questions. The AFROTC Drill Team 
 is open to all ROTC and non-ROTC students. (Lower Cheel) 
 

4:30-6:45 P.M.  Dinner 
...on your own in town or at campus dining locations. If dining 
in town, please make reservations early. Dining information 
can be found at www.potsdamchamber.com/ 

   On-campus locations (open on a cash basis) are: 
   Student Center Servery, Student Center (open until 8 p.m.) 
   Java City, Student Center (open until 11:30 p.m.) 

Cheel Main Street, Cheel Campus Center (open until 8 p.m.) 
 

7-7:45 P.M.   Welcome By President Tony Collins 
   Receive a warm welcome to the campus community, see a 
   slide show about campus life, and be introduced to Friday’s 

   orientation schedules for students and parents. (Cheel Arena) 
   (Mandatory) 

Schedule of Events 8:30-9:15 P.M.  Holcroft Night 
   Holcroft Night is a Clarkson University tradition that  
   welcomes you into the Golden Knight family. Join us for a  
   celebration of Golden Knight spirit, complete with music  
   and surprises! (Behind Holcroft House) (Mandatory) 

 

 

 

 

7:30-9 A.M.  Breakfast 
   Meal plan begins. (Ross-Brooks Dining Hall)  

 

9-10 A.M.   Academic Department Orientation 
   Academic orientations are designed to introduce you to your field 
   of study.  Please locate your major on the list below and report to 
   the respective room as listed. 
 

   Institute for a Sustainable Environment 
   Environmental Health Science (Rowley 104) 
   Environmental Science & Policy (Rowley 104) 

 
   School of Arts & Sciences 
   Arts & Sciences transfer students should directly contact their  
   department chairs or program directors with questions about their 
   class schedules and degree programs. Contact information is  
   available in the Arts & Sciences Office (B.H. Snell 305, 315-268-
   6544 or from Associate Dean Jerry Gravander   
   (jgravand@clarkson.edu)). 
 
   School of Business 
 Mandatory for students majoring in Innovation and 

Entrepreneurship, Business Studies, Global Supply Chain 
Management, Financial Information and Analysis, Information 
Systems & Business Processes (Bertrand H. Snell Hall 213). 

 
 9– 9:15 a.m.  School of Engineering  
 Mandatory for students majoring in Aeronautical, Chemical, Civil, 

Computer, Electrical, Environmental, Mechanical, and Software 
Engineering. (CAMP 177)  

 
  9:15 –10 a.m. Engineering Orientation Continued 

 Break into the following rooms: 
 Mechanical and Aeronautical (CAMP 177) 
 Chemical (CAMP 175) 
 Electrical and Computer (CAMP 163) 
 Civil and Environmental (CAMP 176) 
 Software (Rowley Lab 142) 

 
Engineering and Management 
(Science Center 162)  

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26 



 

 
 
  

10:15-11:00 A.M How to Be a Successful Transfer 
Student with an Introduction to Student 
Affairs Staff 
(Multipurpose Rooms, top floor of Student Center) 
(Mandatory).  
 

11:15-11:45 A.M. Pre-Professional Orientations 
Mandatory for students majoring in the following: 

   Pre-Law (Snell 177) 
   Pre-Health Sciences/Pre-Medicine/Pre-PA (Science  
   Center 360) 
   Pre-Physical Therapy (Science Center 356) 
 

11 A.M.-2 P.M.  Lunch  
   Ross-Brooks Dining Hall and Empire Diner  
   will be open. Family members wishing to eat in the  
   dining hall can pay cash at the door.  
   Parents and  families depart after lunch.  

 
2 P.M.   Optional Campus Tour 
 Meet outside of Residence Life Office (1st floor, 

Educational Resources Center, Suite 1100) 

 

4-4:45 P.M. Athletic and Recreation Opportunities 
 & Fitness Center Overview (Fitness Center) 

 

4:30-7 P.M.  Dinner  
   Student Center Servery, Student Center (open until 8pm) 
   Java City, Student Center (open until 11:30pm) 

Main Street, Cheel Campus Center (open until 8pm) 
P.O.D., Student Center (open until 11 p.m.) 
Ross-Brooks Dining Hall (open until 8 p.m.) 
Empire Diner (from 8 p.m. until 12 a.m. on a cash or 
Declining Balance basis) 
 

9-10:00 P.M.   Comedian Dan Adhoot 
 Presented by CUB and Student Life (Student Center 

Forum) 
 

9 P.M.-MIDNIGHT Fitness Center and Indoor Recreation Center open. 

 

10 P.M.-1 A.M. New Student Mixer: Casino Night & a 
Movie 

 Sponsored by CUB and Student Life. Meet your 
classmates, watch a college movie, and win prizes 
(Outside, Cheel Lawn. Rain location: Student Center) 
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7:30-9 A.M.  Breakfast  
   (Ross-Brooks Dining Hall) 
 

10-11A.M.  Information Technology Session  
 Learn how to use software you will need at Clarkson: 

PeopleSoft, Microsoft Outlook, the Clarkson website, 
Moodle, and the campus calendar. (Snell 241) (Mandatory).   

 

11 A.M.-NOON Discussion with Representatives of the 
Career Center  

 (Snell 213) (Mandatory).  
 

12:30-1:30 P.M.  Lunchtime Orientation Session for Students 
with Disabilities 

This lunch session is mandatory for students expecting to use 
testing accommodations for a disability. Come and have pizza, 
meet the Director of Accommodative Services, and learn about 
how to access testing services at Clarkson. (Barben Rooms) 

 

NOON-2 P.M.  Lunch  
   (Student Center Servery, Java City, P.O.D, Ross-Brooks  
   Dining Hall, and Empire Diner) 

 

8-9 P.M.  Hypnotist Dale K      
Presented by Clarkson Union Board. (Student Center Forum)  

 

9 P.M.-MIDNIGHT Fitness Center and Indoor Recreation Center open. 

 

9 PM-1 A.M. Welcome Festival! 
Enjoy a warm welcome to Clarkson University with games, 
activities, video game tournaments, a movie on the big screen, 
and more! (Cheel Lawn and Student Center. Rain location: 
Student Center.) 

 
 
 
 

10:00-11:30 A.M. Brunch  
   (Ross-Brooks Dining Hall and Java City) 
 

NOON-2 P.M.   Lunch  
 (Student Center Servery, Java City, P.O.D, and Ross- Brooks 

Dining Hall) 
 

4-6 P.M.  New Student Ultimate Frisbee Tournament  
   (Bagdad Field) 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 27 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26 continued 
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8 A.M.  First Day of Classes 

 

7-8 P.M.  Van Sickle Convocation 
In conjunction with this year’s Common Summer Reading book, The Things They Carried 
by Tim O’Brien, the Common Summer Reading Committee is excited to announce Steve 
Peck and John Lancaster to collaborate as this fall’s Van Sickle Convocation speakers. 
 
Mr. Peck was a Marine Corps Lieutenant in Vietnam in 1969-1970. He currently serves as 
President & Chief Executive Officer of the United States Veterans Initiative.  He has been 
working on the homeless veteran issue since 1991 and gained much of his early first-
hand knowledge through his work as an outreach worker for the Comprehensive 
Homeless Program at the West L.A.VA Medical Center in the early 90’s.  
 
As a second lieutenant in the United States Marine Corps, Mr. Lancaster commanded an 
infantry platoon in combat during the Vietnam War earning a Purple Heart and Bronze 
Star in 1968. He has been a civil rights attorney and disabilities rights advocate since 
1974.  He has served on committees and within organizations such as the National 
Council on Independent Living (NCIL) and Handicap International Federation (HI).  He 
has also worked within government offices including serving within President Clinton’s 
administration in the formulation of disability employment policy as the President’s 
Committee’s executive director. 
 
Mr. Peck and Mr. Lancaster’s discussion will be moderated by Clarkson Humanities 
Professor Joseph Duemer. Professor Duemer was a Fulbright Research Fellow in Hanoi, 
Vietnam in 2000-2001. 
(Cheel Arena) (Mandatory). 
 

 
 
 

 
5:45-7:30 P.M. Voluntary Advanced Placement Exam for C/C++ & Java 

  (Science Center, Room 356) 
 

7-9 P.M. Activities Fair: Getting Involved on Campus 
  (Cheel Arena) (Mandatory). 

 
 
 
 

5:30-7:30 P.M. Voluntary Advanced Placement Exam for Calc 1 (MA 131)

  (Science Center, Room 354) 
 

6-7 P.M.  Social for New and Returning Transfer Students 
 Sponsored by the Clarkson University Transfer Association 

(CUTSA). (Cheel Campus Center, Barben Rooms A and B) 
(Mandatory)  

 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 30 

MONDAY, AUGUST 29 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31 

OFFICES AND SERVICES: 
Available from 8:30 until 4 p.m Thursday and Friday.  

 
hL¢ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ Iŀƭƭǎ ƻƴ  
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ t/ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŀƴȅ  
ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ȅƻǳ 
Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜΦ 
 
aŜŀƭ tƭŀƴ /ƘŜŎƪΥ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜŀƭ ǇƭŀƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ !w!a!wYΩǎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƅƻƻǊ ƻŦ /ƘŜŜƭ /ŀƳǇǳǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ 
 
wh¢/ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΥ ±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƅƻƻǊ ƻŦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
/ŜƴǘŜǊ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ у ŀΦƳΦ ŀƴŘ п ǇΦƳΦ 
ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ CǊƛŘŀȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ 
/ƭŀǊƪǎƻƴΩǎ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ƻǊ !ǊƳȅ wh¢/ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ 
 
.ŀƴƪǎΥ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀ ōŀƴƪǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ  ±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘκ
ƻǊ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ 
 
{ǇƛǊƛǘ tŀƪΥ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǇǊŜ-ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ {ǇƛǊƛǘ tŀƪ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǘƘŜ !ƭǳƳƴƛ hŶŎŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǇƛŎƪ ƛǘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ 
ƅƻƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ 

 
 
 
{ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΥ vǳŜǎǝƻƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ 
Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΣ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ 
ŎǊŜŘƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {!{ hŶŎŜ ƛƴ 
DǊŀƘŀƳ IŀƭƭΦ  
 
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ L5κ±ŜƘƛŎƭŜ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΥ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻǘƻ L5 ƻǊ 
ǇǊŜǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŘƻƴŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳǇǳǎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ hŶŎŜΣ 
CƛǊǎǘ ƅƻƻǊ ƻŦ 9w/Φ 
 
LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ /ƘŜŎƪ-LƴΥ !ƭƭ ƴŜǿ  
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ άŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ-ƛƴέ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ϧ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ hŶŎŜ 
όL{{hύ ŦƻǊ {9±L{ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀŎǝǾŀǝƻƴΦ vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ  ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǝƻƴ ƳŀǧŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ L{{h ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƅƻƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ǊƻƻƳ нолнΦ 
 

 

WHEN AND WHERE? 
 

ARAMARK, 1st floor window, Cheel Campus 

Center  

Meal Plan Questions 

 Saturday, August 27, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

 Sunday, August 28, 10:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 

Campus Safety & Security Office, 1st floor of ERC, 

Suite 1200 

 Saturday, August 27, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

 Sunday, August 28, call 268-6666 

 Available to be called 24/7 

 

OIT Help Desk, 1st Floor, Graham Hall, between  

Olson and Van Note Entrances 

 Saturday, August 27, 10 a.m. – noon 

 

Residence Life Office, 1st floor of ERC, Suite 1100 

 Saturday, August 27, 10a.m. – 2p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAS Office, Graham Hall 

 Sunday, August 28, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Student Health Center, 1st floor of ERC 

 Sunday, August 28, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

 

University Bookstore, Market Street,  

Downtown Potsdam 

 Saturday, August 27, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 Sunday, August 28, 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. 

 

The following academic offices will be open on  

Saturday, August 27 

Mechanical and Aeronautical Engineering (MAE),  

  Camp 253, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering (CBE),  

  Camp 220, 11a.m. – 2 p.m. 

Electrical and Computer Engineering (ECE),  

  Camp 156, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
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