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2.5 
SUPPLIER DIVERSITY 
2.5.1
University Position Statement

The University is committed to the principles of equal opportunity. It is the policy of Clarkson University, consistent with Federal and State law, to encourage and maximize participating of Small Businesses (SB), Minority-Owned Business Enterprises (MBE), Women-Owned Business Enterprises (WBE), and other Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBE) in its procurement activities.  All employees should make a best faith effort to encourage and maximize participation of such businesses in all University procurement activities.

2.5.2
Sponsored Research Federal & State Requirements

The University, as a recipient of Federal and State funding, is required to demonstrate positive efforts to utilize Small Businesses (SB), Minority-Owned Business Enterprises (MBE), Women-Owned Business Enterprises (WBE), and other Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBE) in its procurement activities.  Such procurement activities include, but not limited to, subcontracts, purchase orders, and P-card transactions for services, materials and supplies, and travel costs related to sponsored awards.  


2.5.2.1

Federal Contracts


Federal Contracts $500,000 and over accepted by the University often include the 
Federal 
Acquisition Regulation (52.219-9), which requires a Subcontracting Plan for Small 
and Small Disadvantaged Businesses.  As a Prime contractor, Clarkson must agree to 
purchase a percentage of the supplies and services required for the performance of the 
contract from small and minority businesses.  


Subcontracting Plans are typically required as part of the proposal process, just prior to 
award. A required element of the plan is to establish goals on the amount of purchases to be 
expended with small, minority, women-owned, veteran-owned, and HUBZoned businesses, 
as appropriate. The Division of Research and the Procurement Office assist Principal 
Investigators in creating a Subcontracting Plan. Once the award has been made, the 
Subcontracting Plan becomes part of the contract and the Principal Investigator is expected 
to meet the goals set forth. 

  
Clarkson is also required to report progress toward achieving the goals in the Subcontracting 
Plan. Reporting requirements typically include the submission of Standard Form SF 294, 
“Subcontracting Reports for Individual Contracts” on a semi-annual basis and SF 295, 

“Summary Subcontract Report”, for all federal contracts requiring a Subcontracting Plan at 
Clarkson on an annual basis.  The Division of Research and the Procurement Office are 
responsible for submitting the required reports; however, Principal Investigators are 
responsible for providing any needed procurement information relating to their 
accomplishments.   

2.5.2.2

EPA Grant/Cooperative Agreements


EPA grants and cooperative agreements typically require Principal Investigators make best 
faith efforts to meet Fair Share Goals, for the utilization of Minority and Women-Owned 
Business Enterprises (MBE/ WBE) in procurement activities.  Such procurement activities 
include, but not limited to, subcontracts, purchase orders, and P-card transactions for 
services, materials and supplies, and travel costs related to the award.  Clarkson is also 
required to report progress of the Principal Investigator annually using EPA on Form 5700-
52A.  The Division of Research is responsible for preparing the report and the Principal 
Investigator is responsible for providing any needed procurement information relating to 
their accomplishments.   


2.5.2.3

New York State Contracts

It is the policy of New York State to maximize opportunities for the participation of New 
York State business enterprises, including minority and women-owned business enterprises 
as bidders, subcontractors and suppliers on its procurement contracts.  

When New York State contracts are accepted, requirements and goals for supplier diversity 
are often included in the terms and conditions. When applicable, Clarkson is required to 
make good faith efforts to solicit the meaningful participation by enterprises identified in the 
NYS Directory of Certified Businesses.  This includes, but not limited to, subcontracts, 
purchase orders, and P-card transactions for services, materials and supplies, and travel costs 
related 
to the contract. Vendors must be certified by the State of New York and can found 
on the Directory of Certified NYS Minority-and Women-Owned Businesses at 

http://www.nylovesmwbe.ny.gov/cf/search.cfm. Depending on the State agency issuing the 
contract, Clarkson may be required to submit a Utilization Plan and quarterly reporting. 
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